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' ^ i>ear Mr. Courceiiib: 
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§ 437g,;, On July 31,2012, tiie Cornmissidri fdiind ef̂ ^ 
2 U;S,C, §§ 441a(a)Cl):(A) iand 44if. Enclosed is tiie laGtualiandiLegal' Ahaiysis that setis forth 
the basis for the Commiission's deteFminatî ^̂  

In order to expedite the resolution Pf Ms tnatteri the Coinmission has autiiorized. the 
Office df the -Generai. Cduh'sel to enter into negotiations' directed towards recrching a conciiiatipn 
agre€»a^ seitlemet̂  of this matter prior tovsQdi^tigrnunjp^^ 
tiiere is in?obabie:cause to bê  Ireiiproiy^ 
conciliation is not mandated by the Act'Or̂ jh&Mgmî  
in:the etitorcement. process tiiat'the Cdtnmijssidliiisî Ojî  
this "matter at ..an eafly .stage-;'.:' .... • 
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'̂ ^ Please note ithat Mir; Bennett lhas a legal obligation to preserve aU docum:ents> records, and 
:materials. relating: to this matter until notified that itiie Conimission has closed, its file m this 

,H niatter. SSe 18 U.S:e, § 1519, 

We look forward, to your :fiEMSponse.i 

C)n::befagli:pf̂ ^ 

CarOlineC/. l̂ iihter 

Enclosures 
Factual and'Legal Analysis 



Fi6)P£RAL ELiECrriON COlW^^ 

FACTUAL AND IJJOAL ANALYSIS 

RESP(JNDENT: William A. Betinett̂  MUR 6623 

t GENERATION Ot THE IVL^^TE^ 

This matter was generated based on information ascertained; by the Fedjeral Election. 

Qotninis:si:dti (* •Comniiisision:'') iti the nOimalLGdurse of ca its supervisoiy 

responsibiliities, See l US,C. § 437g{a)(2). 
P 
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|!2 A* FaCtuai Summary 
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0 Informatidn available to the Commissidn indicates that. Scalise ifor Congress 
ffl 

••̂  :("Cominittee"), the princiipal campaign committee of Representatiye Stephen Scaljsei who was: 

tire successfiil 2008 .candidate: for the First Congressional District of Louisianâ  had recei ved 

contribiitions in.2007 fh>m Wiiiiam A. Bennett that reportedly had been made in tiie names d 

Melariie DellDflf; Julie. Ott: arid James: Wyckoff for :$2i3:0O .ê QlO:,.. The contributions; m issue 

relate io the Mâ ch 8,2008, LouisiansC Republican special primaiy eleĉ liM.: Dh: il$ 2p07 Yî su;*-

End if̂ eport; the Comniittee idehtifted Bennett,: wiip also Gontributed-$2,300 on the same date 

ias:.the others, as a Benet̂ h executive and cpritributOr WyckQff;as the owner of United) 

Properties Development in Hew Jersey. There are ifid emlployerŝ  listed for contributdis Ott jahd 

Detioff. Accprdkg to pvibljc. i%p\irces, BeneteGh: is a limited 1 iabriity company hiBiadquartered in 

New Orieans for which Bennett reportedly serves: as; President and Juliie. Ott as Chief 

Administrative Officer. See BENETECH. http://viww.gob.enetech;GOm/aboat/ flast visited June 

{9\ 2012). Puhlipiy availabie state matTia;ge and Commission records refiect tĥ ^ Melanie 

Detioff was fPrmerly Bennett-s spouse; See Â GESlHY.̂ OM j 
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htt|s://searGh.ariGcŝ  Mantiage Index, 1956-2005j 

(reporting niiarriage between Melanie R, Detioff and William A.; Bpriniett pn July .24,2004>; 

Romney :f6r President, Inc., April 15 Quarterly Report ,at 344 (>̂pr< 13,. 2007) (reattributing 

lB2,10O of icontribution from William Bennett to his spoUse»: Melanie Berineit). 

On: june: 21,2011, after :consulting with the Reports Analysiis Division, the 

Committee filed a Form 99, which informed the Commission that: 
p ' 
Q On Decernber 19,2007, the Scalise foir Congress campaiiign 
kl received four checks: a$ part, of a fundraisiiig event. Tiiese checks 
ffl Were in the amounts df S2,3'bO each frdin William Beiihett, Jiilie: 
^ Ott, iiaiiies Wyckoff and Melanie Detioff. On June 15,2011, tiie 

, ^ canipaign was notilied by a dPnor, William Bennett, that he 
• lun reimbursed tiie other three jndivijdua:ls named above for ttieir 
' «H respective cbntnbutipns tP tiie Scalise for Coiigress campaign,. 

Before this ndtifipatipn on June 15,2011, the carnpaign: never had 
any information that wduld have l̂ d to qiuestiOh the Validity Ofthe 
.checits.. The checks iih. question were reported on the .MC report, 
filed for the fourth quarter 2007̂  

The Committee further explained- .that it would disgorge all. four of the contributionŝ  totaling 

$9i20O, td tiie UiS; Treasury. The Comrnittee :dtd so on June 212011. See Scalise for 

Congress. July T5. Quarterly Report at 96 (July 14,2011). 

IriibrrnatiOn available to 'the Comitiission indipaltes that Bennett asked each of the 

* individuais who made these contributions, to write Checlcs in the amount of $2,300 made 

payable to the Committee, and that Bennett had stated that he was at thê maxiinum 

individual coiitribution litnit ilnd needed theiti to contribiite. Bennett reportedly further 

stated that he would reimburse eacih of then! fdr the Contribution. 

In.his :Response, submiitted thrdugh GQunsei:̂  Bennett admits- the violation, 

i Specifically, the Response explairis that the "issue came to light as a result of Mr. Bennett 
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contaotirig [ijhe .Corrimittê ^̂ ^ aridinfprmmg thern thathe had:;rei:mbur:sed certain M 

for contributions made to the Comthittee.'' Bennett R̂$p< He states, he provided-that 

information "iihiriediately :upon. learning that he iiiay have violated the Fiederai; Electioh 

Cia.mpaign A:ct." M Bis further states thait'he "accepts responsibility for his actions and 

wants to resolve this matter amicably and as expeditiously as possiblê  Mis position is one Of 

^ rernorse and Wantsi to ,cdoperate. fully to get this niatter resolved." Id 
f n . . . 

p B. Legal Analysiis 

ffl The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,, :as amended (iher-*Act"), provides fliat 
VJ 
ST 
P nd person shall make a cdntributidn ui the riame of another person. 2 U.S.C, § 441:f. During 
ffl • 

the 2008 election cycle, the Act limited the amount a persidH cduid cpntribute to a candidate 

for federal office or the Mndidate*s autiiorized: ppliticaLĉ ^ $2,300 per electidn, 

2U.S.C:.§441a(jft(l)(A). 

Based on the available iinfpnnation, :Berinjett ;reimbursed the three condiiit 

respondents fpr coritributions to the Cdminittê ^ March 8̂ 2008 Loiii'sian:a:Republican 

special primary election, cohstitutiiig three septate violatiOtis of 2 U.S.C. § 441f. In 

addition,: since Bennett: himself made a, $2>300 pontijibutiQn to the Committee :for the/ same 

election̂  when that contribution is aggregated with the amounts he contributed in the names 

of others,, he exoeedied the applicable contribution limits by $6,900 for that electidny a 

violation Of 2 U,5.C. § 441a.(a;)(l)(A)> Therefore, there is reason to believe Wil̂ ^̂  

Bennett violated 2 U.S.C §§: 441:a(a)(l)(A) and 441 f 


